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éin official report of the Vir-
ffinta Department of Highways
.- gves a glowing forecast of the
E¥vironmental impact of the
Three Sisters Bridge, saying it
' §4s unique in the fact that it is
bothpatible with the parkway
- gufroundings’ and enhances
- Mhai's environment.”
b 1he “bridge and its access
Boad will also “‘help” the envi-
- fopment along Lee Highway in
gthe nearby Rosslyn-Key
Bridge area ‘of Arlington, the
feport said, “by- reducing
BOISE, atrpollution and traffic
Yigestion.” T
§ The report went unnoticed
Yhen it was filed last May
gvith the Council on Environ-
tental Quality here. A C:Sy of
4he report was made available
T8 o4 o0 Jate to figur
Mt was filed too late to figure
¥1 the legal baftle that gllias
- feld up construction of the
Yontroversial bridge for over a
{dar. The bridge Is to span the
Potomac River just above
feorgetown. I
+Issue at Stake

e environmental’ impact of

$he bridge — which has played
- 8 dmportant role in the court
frzht over the bridge. Oppo-
fits claim it will damage
Parkland along the river and
Jpcrease air and noise pollu-

| an Oct. 13 ruling that will
¥ostpone condtriction of the

hridge for months, the U.S.
Court of Appeals said that sec-

e of “Transportation has
Approvet kb s
fhat Three Sisters wonw't cre-
- #fe environmental hazards,
% it ordered him to do so.
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Clspio it Siake ' parklands
ut 3t ‘deals with an Issue —

. .

"W  Virginia report’ was "
. filed in compliance with the
_National Environmental Poli-

cy Act of 1969. The District

government is also required to
file an ‘‘environmental impact
statement,” but hasn’t so far.
While drawing traffic away
from Lee Highway and thus
benefiting its environment, the
bridge and its access road —
known together as I-266 — will
have “practically no detrimen-
tal effect along the &)mposed
route,” the report said.

Acreage Plans Cited

It noted that I-266 will use -
31.6 acres of the existing Spout
Run Parkway, but it said that
this acreage will be replaced
elsewhere. ‘“‘Also the actual
construction will only disturb
a small portion of the 31.6
acres with the majority of the
existing landscaé)ing Teft un-
disturbed,” it said.

“Moreover, the proposed
system of trails for hiking and
biking is entirely compatible

_ with, and will provide access

to, the largely undisturbed
Urban residents
will be able to enjoy nature.”

«, .. This route is unique in
the fact that it is compatible
with the parkway surround-
ings and enhances man’s envi-
ronment with the multiple use
of the right of way by provid-
nig trails and retaiming open
spaces.”

Opponents at the bridge dis-
pute the Virginia report on al-
most every point. In particu-
lar, they contend that pollution
will indeed be increased if the
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be paved over, not preserved
as parkland.
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